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New BMT Mali

Ralph Heller and Tom Keene awarded
the new Maintainer Shirts to members
at the Georgia January Workday. Con-
gratulations to all members that have
received or will be receiving their
shirts. Members receiving shirts have
accumulated more than 30 hours for
this past year, travel plus work

time. Richard Harris was instrumental
in having the shirts made and Ernest
Engman provided the design. Thank
you all for your hard work
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...Pictured here with their shirts...
Ralph Heller, George Owen, and Walter Cook.
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December Georgia Work Trip Sets 2011 Record
O

By George Owen, Trip Leader

Twenty -one stalwart folks turned out for a

y ear 0 s -hreakingwotk trip in numbers in the

Peach State on December 10. This beats the previous

record of 19 in November. All were great workers too.

The occasion? It was our second work trip on

the relocation northward from No  -Name Gap to the

ridge summit. We completed two switchback sections,

and now the long third one to the summit awaits our

we called it quits, pumped up the long uphill to our

spring 2012 efforts. Congratulations and thanks to all . : :
pring 9 waiting vehicles. It was a long drive from there out to

these hearty folks who can now claim to have done the pavement north of Doublehead Gap. A small hand-

Benton MacKaye Trail (BMT) new construction, each ful of us upheld tradition: an after  -work trip to the Pink

calling some of the trail, L.n e{lfect, Amine, by my hanl! o
ig for a hearty meal.
A bunch of us first met as usual at the Village : : :
Since the last several miles of gravel road into our
Restaurant in Blue Ridge, most for breakfast. Then we : .
work site are closed for the winter each year by the
met others as we traveled the distance to the work site, : : : : :
Forest Service, we will await spring to complete this
several at Three Forks and also Hickory Flats Ceme- S
tery. We could drive by Forest Service Road all the way .
Meanwhi | e, my own and offr c
to the trail atop the mountain meadow BMT crossin : o
P 9 big ATHANK YOU OH SO MUCH! !B g

just ¥2 mile south of our work area.

made this trip and did so much to move this relocation

It certainly was a good thing that Tom Keene .
y g 9 toward completion.

b ht t of our tools from the BMTA head - . .
rought most ot ourtools from the eadquar My special thanks also go to Walt Cook for orienting

ters, because we used almost all of them. As usual, our S : :
newcomers to trail building techniques and tools in

great tool maintainer Tom Mitchell had them all ready Sl Nevenlaer e ts

GREAT TRAIL BUILDERS: Tommy Barrow,
Connor Bayliss, Steve Bayliss, David Blount, Gary Bry-
ant, Walter Cook, Vic Fredlund, Ralph Heller, Bill Jen-

cius, Tom Keene, David Maddox, Tom Mitchell, Michael

and sharpened from our November trip to this same

spot. So after the long haul on both paved and gravel

roads, by mid morning we were out in the cool and yet

pleasant air, ready for a few hours of clearing brush

and limbs, and then sidehilling.

O6Bri an, George Owen, Mike @i |

The upper part of the second switchback was

Richard Sullivan, Diana Winter, Mark Winter, John

full of brush and small trees, givin fits with roots. : .
ull of brus all trees, giving us fits with roots Zardis, Zoe Zardis

This is probably the hardest part of the whole planned

reroute. By mid -afternoon we had reached the second TOTAL HOURS WORKED: 105
TOTAL HOURS TRAVELED: 93.75

crossing of the old BMT and beyond. Thus around 2:30 TOTAL TIME: 198.75




