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Bring a Friend!

| want to encourage you to bring a friend to a BMTA trail
maintenance day. It can be a WIN-WIN-WIN situation for
all involved. | was reminded of this opportunity during our
December work day, rerouting the BMT within the Sisson
Cherry Log community.

o

During our initial introductions | learned that Bob Sloan had
brought two guests: Charles Fehnel and Nolan Shead. T hi s

wa s

Chla

ond BMT work tripwithBob. Bot h of these gentl emen
friends. They live in the same neighborhood and see each other walking all
the time. This is a good way to invite people and have an instant car pool to

the work event.

BMTA can always use more trail volunteers. When we invite friends and ac-

quaintances, we all win:

The guest hopefully has an enjoyable and rewarding day in the woods with

the shared comradery of his/her fellow volunteers.

The host gets the satisfaction of sharing one of his favorite pastimes with a

friend.

BMTA gets a potenti al new Vol

work.

unt eer

| know Bob is not the first person to bring a friend, but | thought it worth encour-
aging the practice. Thanks to all who have or will bring someone.

Happy New Year to all. We have a number of exciting announcements for the

BMT in the works for 2015. More to come soon.
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] tds Time To Ren

If you are a Life Member or joined (or renewed) in the last month or two, you can ignore this mes-

sage. Your membership is current. Thank you.

The rest of you: It is time to renew. As you know, memberships in BMTA are for an entire calendar
year, so everyoneds me mb e rYsihcanpayeiaBagPalasing ypaercredinb e
card or send a check to the BMTA. Either way, you start by clicking here: http://www.bmta.org/
Membership.php

Your membership is tax deductible in just a few months if you pay between now and the end of the
year. Please also consider adding a tax deductible donation to BMTA before year end. BMTA has
no paid staff, and all donations go to support the trail. Donations via check may be made using the
printed membership form or via credit card or PayPal by clicking the Donate button on

the bmta.org home page. Thanks for your support!

If you have any questions about your membership, please contact Ken Cissna, Membership Direc-
tor, at kcissna@usf.edu. Thank you for your support of the Benton MacKaye Trail Association.

Bob Ruby
President, BMTA

Ken Cissha
Membership Director and Store Manager, BMTA
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Up c omi ng biiRalph eleflerHiing Director

Friday January 2 1 Hiking Tour of Amicalola Falls State Park

Length: Approximately 5 miles/moderate

Elevation Gain: Approx. 1000 ft. from Visitor Center to overlook on Hike Inn Trail

Hike Description: This hike starts at the top of the falls and goes down to the base of the falls. From
there it goes downhill to the Park Visitor Center. From the Visitor Center, we will continue through
the archway which is the beginning of the Appalachian Approach Trail. We will leave the approach
trail and hike up the old approach trail to the top of the falls and then to the Park Lodge Restaurant
where we will eat lunch (optional). After lunch, we will hike about a mile on the Hike Inn Trail to a
nice view site and then return to the top of the falls.

To register for the hike and get meeting time and location, contact Hike Leader Mike Pilvinsky old-
soldier67 AT gmail.com or (706)889-5254.

Saturday Jan 24 i Easy Trek Hike From Highway 515/US76 through Sisson Cherry Log
Mountain Development to Boardtown Road.

Length: Approximately 4 miles moderate/easy
Elevation Gain: Approx. 700 ft.

Hike Description: On this hike, we go through one of the few sections of the BMT that

crosses private property. The trail goes mostly through coves which are away from the cabins in the
development, but there is some road walk. We will pass by a lake with a small chapel and by one of
only three shelters on the BMT. Then we will climb up Patterson Mountain, which is on the TN Valley
Divide and has some great views of the surrounding mountains. This is also where a BMT trail re-
route is in progress. From there, we will descend down to Boardtown Road, where we will shuttle
back to the hike starting point. Afterwards, we will gather at the Pink Pig Restaurant for lunch
(optional).

For more information and to register for this hike contact Hike Leader Ralph Heller rshbmta
AT gmail.com or (770)-235-9760.

Continued on next page
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Friday February 6 - Cloudland Canyon (Rim Trail)
Length: Approximately 7 miles - strenuous/moderate
Parking fee required - 2 hour drive from Ellijay

Hi ke Description: An exceptionally beautiful
est state parks. Consider renting a park cabin the night before or after the hike.

To register for the hike and get meeting time and location, contact Hike Leader Mike
Pilvinsky oldsoldier67 AT gmail.com or (706)889-5254.

Monday February 23 - Overnight hike to the Hike Inn

Length: 5.5 miles each way i easy/moderate

| have 14 rooms on hold. During Jan. and Feb. they are offering discount of 50% off on week days

only. Normal rates are $150 double occupancy and $107 single occupancy plus tax. This includes
an evening meal and breakfast. | have selected this date as late in the winter as possible in the hope
of a chance of warmer weather. We are limited to 14 rooms this time. That would allow a maximum

of 28 folks with 2 per room, if some folks double up. This is arguably one of the most popular BMTA

hikesoftheyear. | t 6s a great opportunity to get to kno
ter. Let 0s fill those rooms up!

To register and get your room call Beryl Ann at Hike Inn Reservations, Phone:1- 800-581-8032 and
let them know you are with the BMTA. Then email me rshbmta AT gmail.com or call 770-235-9760
to let me know you are registered. | will let everyone on the list know the meeting time and location.

Note: Reservations is often difficult to contact. Be persistent or leave Beryl a callback number.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE
January 28, 2015
SUBMIT ANY ARTICLE AND/OR
PHOTOS TO
gnix (at) Ellijay (dot) com
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Turtl etown Creek

By Clayton Webster

The Turtletown Creek Falls Trail was enjoyed by

11 BMTA members and guests on Friday, Decem- f’_f

ber 5. After a rainy but mild morning, at hike time, §
the rain had virtually stopped. Hikers did have to be
cautious due to wet leaves and roots. Highlights of
the trip were definitely the two waterfalls that were

visited. Both were breathtaking and gave the oppor-

tunity for many photo opportunities! Beautiful vistas
were also seen from the old road bed along Turtletown Creek and from Shinbone Ridge overlooking

the Hiawassee River. This hike should be on your list of things to do!




























