
  

 Never has SEFTC had a better planned 
conference for hiking folks than this one, nor a 
lovelier location (overlooking a large lake in the 
parkôs heart). A number of you have attended at 
least one previous SEFTC conference, and you 
know these events are full of informative work-
shops, hikes, good lodging/food, and wonderful 

fellowship. 

Fall Creek Falls is a spectacular 25,000-acre 
state park (Tennesseeôs largest) located high on 
the Cumberland Plateau with the stateôs best 
tumbling waterfalls (one over 200 feet sheer 
drop), lots of woods and trails, and surrounded by much more state lands to ex-
plore. The large lodge, cabins, and campgrounds are great. (I was told yesterday 

the cabins are about gone.) 

I hope you will be able to join us there. Hurry and register to attend now, because 
beginning August 1  the state park can no longer hold any of its lodgings just for 

SEFTC, then you have to compete with the general public for a place at this 
popular park. Also, the prices go up on that date. So hurry and register now! 

(Remember that you can also come part-time.) 

The information about the event and registration forms are on the official SEFTC 

website: southeastfoottrails.net 

I surely hope to see you at the conference ï bring family and/or friends. Contact 
me if you have any questions ï just hurry ï you need to be registered with our 

treasurer by July 31.     

By George Owen -SEFTC Board Member  

(706)374-4716 (Home) and (706) 897-3366 (Cell)  
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President:                  Dick Evans  
Vice President:         David Blount  
Secretary:                  Sara Bland  

GA Maintenance:        Tom Keene 
TN/NC Maintenance:    Rick Harris   
Smokies Coord:      Ernie Engman 
Trail Construction:        Bill Hodge  

Hiking:                            Vacant  
Membership:            Vic Fredlund  
Treasurer:                 Kim Hainge  
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State Rep TN:                  Vacant  
State Rep NC:                  Vacant  
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  TN/NC BMTA Worktrip - July 7, 2012  

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

By Rick Harris 

  

Saturday, July 7, 2012  - BMT Section 16c - Sledrunner Gap to Bald River  

Four of us drove to Beaverdam Bald, 

then we split into two groups of two. 

Rick and Tom walked down the man-

way to Sledrunner Gap with a trail 

sign and the tools needed to plant the 

sign. We dug a hole about two feet 

deep, then stabilized the post with 

rocks and dirt. See the picture. Bill 

and Steve drove to the Upper Brook-

shire Creek Trailhead and from there 

down the BMT toward the Bald River. 

Their plan was to clear a big complex 

downfall of several trees down the trail about half way. After finishing the post planting project, Rick 

and Tom hiked down the BMT to the intersection with the upper end of the Brookshire Creek Trail, 

left our post planting tools there and picked up our crosscut and headed on down. We cut a few 

small logs off the trail and brushed out the trail until we caught up with Bill and Steve about 2 miles 

down the trail a short distance below the big campsite. They were there working on the big complex 

of downed trees. We all ate lunch and then finished off this project. Then Bill and Steve headed back 

up to Bill's truck and Rick and Tom headed down toward the Bald River. Rick and Tom cut out an-

other 3 trees which would have been difficult for horses to get over, but left the 15-20 logs on the 

ground which were easy to step over (another trip some time to get these). Rick and Tom hiked on 

out to Campsite 11 on Bald River Road, where Bill and Steve met them at 4 PM. It was a very hot 

day and we all were quite tired, but the job we planned to do was accomplished. 

 

 

 

Continued On Next Page  
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B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

 

Saturday, July 7, 2012  - BMT Section 18a - Beech Gap to Pine Ridge Trail Intersection  

 

Five maintainers drove to Beech Gap on the 

Cherohala Skyway, then up the closed FS road 

to Cold Springs Gap. From there, the 5 logged 

and brushed out the Fodderstack section of the 

BMT out almost to Cherry Log Gap. There was 

a lot of brushing out needed on this section. 

The maintainers then returned to their vehicles 

at Cold Springs Gap and returned to Tellico 

Plains. The day was quite hot and the maintain-

ers were quite bushed by the end of the day. At 

a later date, we will go back and finish the job 

the rest of the way to the Pine Ridge Trail inter-

section. Some of us ended up at the Outpost 

afterwards for beer and pizza and calzones.  

 

 

 

 

 

Maintainers: Rick Harris, Tom Smith, Bill Hodge, Steve Cartwright, Ken Jones, Phyllis Jones, Larry 

Dunn, Roger Taylor, and Ed Lay.  

 

 

Click For More TN/NC WorkTrip Pictures  


