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LECTSRRICCICIYEEY | ong-time BMTA member and activist Ron Tipton
has just been named the executive director of the |*
national Appalachian Trail Conservancy (ATC) on
July 12.

The ATC oversees the Appalachian Trail (AT) T the
wor |l dos mo s t f B moits £,180G-noul®
length through 14 states. Its staff headquarters is in
Harpers Ferry, WV.

President: Nl @ Ron has a long history with both the Appalachian

Vice President: Darcy Douglas : . o nr
S pusrneed  Trail and the Benton MacKaye Trail Association as

Sl IBULSE  he has served the past 35 years as an advocate for public land preservation
TN/NC Maint: Ernie Engman

Smokies Coord: LU through leadership in major conservation/environmental organizations. While
Trail Construction: Bill Hodge

Hiking: e living in Atlanta during the 1980s working as regional director for The Wilderness

Membership: Vic Fredlund . .
Treasurer:'p Marg'aret Evl;ns Society, Ron both served on the BMTA board and spent various work Saturdays

Publicity: Marge Heller : i I -
Newslotter Editor: Al helping to construct the Benton MacKaye Trail across Georgia. Upon subse

k=Ll LSRN quently leaving Georgia he has continued to this day to be a BMTA member.

Past President: Dick Evans

State Rep GA: Steve Bayliss

State Rep TN: Rick Harris . ) ) ) L.

State Rep NC el His involvement over more recent years with the Appalachian Trail was initiated

in 1978 when he hiked the entire trail in a few months. His AT-related
involvement since then has included life membership and section maintainer for
the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club and serving for a period on the board of the
ATC.

=| BMTA Headquarters 1 Continued On Next Page
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Ron has spent the last 14 years as senior vice president for the National Parks Conservation Association
(NPCA), which has over 400,000 members nationwide. A graduate of George Washington University with
an undergraduate degree in American Studies and
subsequently worked as a program officer at the National Academy of Sciences and on the oversight/
investigative staff of the U.S. Congressional House Environment, Energy and Natural Resources Subcom-
mittee. He then became the national parks program director for The Wilderness Society, and was the Soci-
etyds southeast regional director several years
designation for national forest land in Georgia, Tennessee, and Alabama and worked to protect the Appala-
chian Trail in the southern Appalachians from clear cutting, road construction, and adjacent land
development.

After The Wilderness Society, Ron served as vice president for the National Audubon Society, then spent
five years with the World Wildlife Fundos U. S. p
Programs of NPCA, and from 2008 until now NPCA Senior VP for Policy.

Ron has been married for 33 years to Rita Molyneaux and has a son who is a firefighter. He and Rita reside
in Rockville, MD. He is the recent past president of the Samaritan Ministry of Greater Washington, a
regional social services and counseling program supported by Episcopal parishes in the DC metro area.

Our BMTA faithful member has remained a close friend to several of us long-time BMTA members,
including three former presidents. Some of us in BMTA are part of a group that has hiked with Ron on a
nearly annual basis for more than thirty years.
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Trout Adventure Trail Hike a Big Success

More than fifty determined hikers and volun-
teers from age three to
rainy Saturday on the Trout Adventure Trail on July 6
and were rewarded with rollicking streams and thun-
derous waterfalls while observing the Chattahoochee
National Forest at its virtual capacity for water. Falling
rain failed to dampen enthusiasm, as hikers selected
either a 5 mile route from Big Stamp Gap to Three

Forks or a 2.2 mile trek from Three Forks to Long

Jim Wentworth (with scissors) flanked by Ralph Artigliere (L)

Creek Falls and back before assembling to eat lunch s
and Ralph Heller ® ...cuts ceremonial ribbon at Three Forks

and hear expert speakers discuss the habitat along
the hiking routes. The rain thankfully abated in time for lunch and the informational parts of the program.

The event was a hike and outdoor Alunch and |
Benton MacKaye Trail Association at the Trout Adventure Trail, which is a joint project of Blue Ridge Moun-
tain Trout Unlimited and the US Forest Service. The Trout Adventure Trail uses existing Appalachian Trall
and Benton MacKaye Trail routes from Springer Mountain to Long Creek Falls and supplements the experi-
ence with online information about trout habitat and related environmental issues at TroutAdventure-
Trail.org. Any adult or child who hikes on the Trout Adventure Trail qualifies for a distinctive free patch pro-
vided by Trout Unlimited. The July 6 hike had the dual purpose of introducing a substantial number of hik-
ers to the trail and marking this yearods officia
pleasantly surprised when every hiker stayed to the very end for the lessons and for the ribbon cutting, de-
spite wet conditions and wet clothes. Their interest and attention to the important issues facing our forest
land and streams was hearttwar mi ng t o me as a volunteer for TU
dent.

The morning started with the hikes. After caravanning to the start at Big Stamp Gap, 21 hikers were
led in two groups by Ralph Heller of the Benton MacKaye Trail Association and Jim Wentworth, Wildlife Bi-
ologist with the US Forest Service on the five mile hike along segments of the Benton MacKaye and Appa-
lachian Trails to Three Forks. Hikers made several stream crossings over three different trout streams, only
three of which were improved with wooden bridges. This meant getting feet wet in fast-moving water under
the guidance of the hike leaders, which was a new wilderness experience for many of the hikers. Other
highlights included stands of magnificent hemlock trees and stream structures for native Brook Trout in

tover Creek created by the Forest Service with the help of Trout Unlimited volunteers.
Continued Next Page
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he second hike was a 2.2 mile round trip from Three Forks
to Long Creek Falls along a trout stream on the Appalachian
and Benton MacKaye Trail. Thirty hikers led by Ralph Ar-
tigliere, who is a member of both TU and the Benton
MacKaye Trail Association, observed watershed compo-
nents, a trout stream, and a series of waterfalls running at
beautiful capacity. Trees, shrubs, flowers, and plants in the e
area are gorged with water these days, rendering an eerie e T
and beautiful primeval feel to the hike. Streams along both Crossing Stover Greek
routes remained fairly clear despite many days of rain because they are so high in the watershed.

At the end of the hikes, Trout Unlimited volunteers served lunch to the hikers and gathered every-
one for talks by Darcy Douglas on Adopt-a-Stream water quality and bug surveys conducted by the Ben-
ton MacKaye Trail Association; Jim Wentworth on native and introduced trout species in the area and
their habitat; Fred Ruppel of Gold Rush TU in Dahlonega about Brook Trout stream structure work on
Stover Creek; and Donna Shearer of Save Georgia
hemlock trees and what volunteers and the Forest Service are doing about it. After the learning compo-
nent, the group gathered at the wooden bridge at Three Forks where Jim Wentworth ceremonially cut a

blue ribbon signifying the opening of the Trout Adventure Trail, which is in its first full year of operation.

] Hikers enjoyed the experience on July 6 as evidenced by their
smiles and expressions of appreciation to the organizers. Any-
one who wants to hike the Trout Adventure Trail on their own

can go to the website and learn how to get there, how to

choose a route, what to see and learn, and where to get their

: i free patch. Patches and information are also available at both

Fannin and Gilmer Chambers of Commerce, the US Forest
: ; | o am Service office in Blairsville, North Georgia Mountain Oultfitters
Jim Wentworth present j
in Ellijay, and Blue Ridge Mountain Ouitfitters in Blue Ridge.

Text provided by Ralph Artigliere, organizer and volunteer at the event: skywayra@tds.net

Comments and Benton MacKaye information: Ralph Heller - rshbmta@gmail.com

Comments and information: Jim Wentworth - jwentworth@fs.fed.us

Photos and descriptions provided separately
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Upcoming Hikes...Ralph Heller: Hiking Director

By Ralph Heller

We are featuring two hikes in August. Both are more challenging than our Easy Trek hikes, due to their

length and the mid-summer heat.

Sunday August 11 : Hike from Watson Gap to Dally Gap and back . This hike will be approximately 7.5
miles round trip. The difficulty level is moderate/strenuous due to length, but there is not a large altitude
change. Drink plenty of water before hike to hydrate in advance and bring plenty of water during hike. Mostly
shaded hike is largely in the Cohutta Wilderness and will include creeks and possibly beavers. Group size

limited to 12 hikers due to wilderness restrictions.

Pre-register for meeting time and location by calling Hike Leader, Darcy Douglas at 404-497-0818 or email

bmtadarcy@yahoo.com

Saturday August 24 : Hike to Emery Creek Falls . This five mile hike in and out is very scenic along Emery
Creek, deep in the Cohuttas and includes 2 waterfalls. The first falls is 40-50 ft. high and the second is about
25 ft. high. About 12 stream crossings are involved. Bring hiking poles for stability when crossing the
stream and sturdy shoes that you don't mind getting wet. This hike should stay fairly cool along the

creek. There is not a lot of elevation gain, but hike does have some rough footing, as the trail climbs over

some large boulders.

Pre-register for meeting time by contacting Hike leaders Pam and Richard
Sullivan at pams11@tds.net (preferred) or 706-374-5281. Meet at the Home
Depot in Blue Ridge.

Holy fungus among us! Did

all the rain cause that pulaski

to grow there also?
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BMTA Work Trip...

TralRe -Rout e

BMTA Work Trip - Dig new trail near Beech Gap - Friday,
August 9, 2013 - We have now moved the bridge over the
"Grand Canyon" on the Benton MacKaye Trail to a stable
position between Beech Gap and the Unicoi Crest Over-
look along the Cherohala Skyway. It is now 50 feet or so
downhill from the old position. We now need to dig about a

tenth of a mile of new sidehill tread to access the new

Saws.

Meet us at the Unicoi Crest Overlook on the Skyway, which is about 0.25 miles into North Carolina
from the TN/NC state line, at 9 AM. If you arrive late, just hike north on the BMT toward Beech Gap
and you will find us. It is only a short hike into where we will be doing the work. Lunch will be provided
by the BMTA. It does not matter what your level of experience is, we can use you. And you can learn

how new trail is built and how much effort it takes to make good trail.

Bring gloves, helmet, eye protection if you have them and wear long pants. Bring plenty of water as

well. And insect repellent and suntan lotion might be good to have.

I f you have questions, contact Rick Harris &
at 423-253-6358 (home) or 513-260-1184 (cell) or HarrisRi@aol.com.

Save This Dpt ecée

BMTA Annual Meeting T
1
E””ay’ Georgia 130 141 152 163 174 185 16

o s e En En A
November 2, 2013 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
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Georgia Work - trip...August 10

eorgia Worktrip

Avoid the Back to School Shopping -
Spend a day in the Woods!

Join us by the Falls Branch falls. Lots of shade
and the cooling falls. Should be a treat!

Details below. Join us if you can!

Aug. 10 -- Georgia Work Trip at the Falls Branch (section 6b). We will revitalize water diversions

on the heavily used approach to the Falls Branch waterfall as well as further along on section 6b.

We will be working adjacent to one of the prettier waterfalls in North Georgia; a photo of the Falls
Branch falls appear s o nHikingtke BentmwvMacKaye fTrailT Wemmekt dom a
breakfast at the L&A Corner (store&restaurant) across from the Pink Pig in Cherrylog at 8AM. Or
meet at the Falls Branch trailhead at 9:00 AM. Trip leader is Tom Keene i 770-548-4935.

First-time volunteers are most welcome. For what to expect, bring, wear, etc. check here:

http://www.bmta.org/pdfs/Worktrips\WhatToExpect-revSep2011.pdf

Tom Keene
Georgia Maintenance Director
Benton MacKaye Trall
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