
  

Fall Has Arrived! 

Fall officially started on September 23, and the weather has already begun to 

moderate. I find fall to be the best time of year for hiking and trail maintenance. For 

the next three months we can expect cool, dry weather with colorful fall foliage. Get 

out and enjoy it! 

BMTA Sponsored VIF Agreement 

I have been told that the BMTA Sponsored Volunteer in the Forests Agreement with 

the Forest Service has been signed by all parties, although I am still waiting to receive 

copies from one Forest to make it official. We are planning a briefing session for 

BMTA Volunteers to review the content and procedures included in the Agreement. 

Tentatively the session is planned for January 16 at the Ocoee Whitewater Center, so 

please save the date. ALL WHO SERVE AS SECTION MAINTAINERS OR MAY 

LEAD A WORKTRIP, PLEASE SAVE THE DATE. 

TWO TRAIL RELATED ITEMS BEFORE CONGRESS: 

As a non-profit and purposefully non-political organization, the BMTA, as an 

organization, does not endorse or advocate for policies or initiatives that do not 

directly impact our trail.  Below, though, are two items that very much have the 

potential to impact our trail, and others like it. I encourage BMTA members, as 

individuals, to take a look at these issues and consider making your views known to 

your Senators and US Representative. 

Potential Park/Forest Closures if Federal Budget Not Extended 

Yesterday I ran into a Ranger in my local park. He shared that preliminary planning is 

underway for shutdown of all NPS units if Congress does not pass a budget extension 

before the new fiscal year that begins on October 1. Past experience is that federal 

shutdowns also impact activities in the National Forests. Let's all hope they get their 

act together sooner rather than later. Watch the news. 
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Land and Water Conservation Fund Could Disappear 

Included in the budgetary items not yet approved is the extension of the Land and 

Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) which provides a wide variety of funds and 

matching grants to federal, state and local governments for the acquisition of land and 

water, and easements on land and water, for the benefit of all Americans. I think it is 

safe to say that virtually all outdoors organizations support the LWCF.  

                                                                                                        Continued next page  
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Bills for a permanent extension have been introduced in both houses (S. 38 and H.R. 814). The LWCF provides grants 

for trails like the BMT. Please consider letting your congressional representatives know that you support the LWCF. 

You can look up your representatives at https://www.opencongress.org/people/zipcodelookup. Or you can support the 

petition at Please show your support for this program now.   

Wildfire Suppression Impact on FS and NPS Budgets 

In recent years unbudgeted demands for fire suppression have taken increasing amounts of the USFS and NPS funds 

and resources intended for the agencies normal programs. This year the impact has been estimated at over 50% of the 

total budget with no end in sight.  

Two approaches to solving this problem are currently before Congress: 

¶ To halt the dangerous process of fire borrowing, both President Obama and Members of Congress have proposed       

the creation of a separate emergency disaster fund, to be administered by the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA). This fund would address the very worst 1 percent of wildfires. The Wildfire Disaster Funding 

Act (H.R. 67 and S.235) has broad bipartisan support, and proponents say it would free up the Forest Service to do 

its job ï manage forests. 

¶ Another proposed solution has passed the House; the Resilient Federal Forests Act of 2015 (H.R. 2467). This bill 

would block fire borrowing unless the Forest Service exceeded projected outlays, but allow the Forest Service to 

more expeditiously timber federal lands. Supporters, including the timber industry and a political coalition 

consisting primarily of Republicans, claim increased timbering in forests will make them less susceptible to forest 

fire. In a statement of administrative policy, the White House sharply opposed the bill, stating that it would 

"undermine collaborative forest restoration, environmental safeguards, and public participation." (Above 

descriptions copied, with permission, from Forest Service Budget Going up in Flames as Fire Borrowing 

Continues, September 18, 2015, Environmental and Energy Study Institute (EESI)) 

As noted, as a non-profit organization the BMTA does not take positions on political issues that do not directly impact 

our trail,but the fire suppression borrowing from the USFS and NPS budgets is a problem about which we have every 

right to be concerned as it dramatically impacts the resources of the agencies with which we partner. As an example, 

our VIF Agreement has been significantly delayed because the managers and staffs that had to approve it have been 

frequently sent out West on extended fire duty. I encourage you to investigate the issues and proposed solutions, and 

let your congressional representatives know how you feel on this important subject. 

Ideally the above issues would be solved before the new fiscal year starting October 1, but that is not likely.  We are 

likely facing another government shutdown or a last-minute Continuing Resolution.  You have time to let your 

feelings be known. 

Hunting season is upon us! Get out your orange! 
We recommend wearing bright safety colors when in the woods during hunting season. The season varies, 

but for firearms it is generally Oct.17- Jan.10 in Georgia; Oct. 31- Jan.10 in Tennessee; Nov.23 ï Dec.12 in North 

Carolina.  Archery and muzzle loader seasons start earlier.  Bright caps can be bought at Walmart, etc. , pack 

covers at outfitters and BMTA awards safety shirts to volunteers with 30+ hours. Online retailers have a wide 

selections and sizes. 

 

Camping, hiking and other recreational uses are allowed year-round in the National Forests, unless otherwise 

posted at the WMA check station or at a specific recreation site. All WMA visitors are encouraged to wear hunter 

orange during the hunting seasons. Specific recreation sites may be closed as needed for management purposes by 

posting at the site. 

 

It is recommended that  day hiking begin later in the day due to the early morning hours that hunters prefer. Thru 

hikers will just have to be aware and alert. For more details contact your local Forest Service Office.  

 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  
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Please register NOW for this very special Annual Meeting.  We will have some milestones to celebrate!   

Please join us!!!    The meeting will include a buffet dinner. See below to see how you can register and indicate 

your food preferences.  

WHERE & WHEN:  

The Annual Meeting Weekend includes five hikes of different lengths and difficulty, beginning Friday 

afternoon and ending Sunday about lunch time. The Schedule of Hikes and Activities follows this article.  

The actual meeting is on Saturday, November 7, 2015, beginning with a Social Hour at 5:00PM in the 

Community Room of C&S Bank, located at 150 Orvin Lance Drive, Blue Ridge, Georgia (near the Fannin 

County Chamber of Commerce building). 

If you need accommodations, see the Fannin Chamber of Commerce website: 

 http://www.blueridgemountains.com/wheretostay.html 

 

ATTENTION MAINTAINERS AND OTHER WORKTRIP PARTICIPANTS:  

Special 35th Anniversary t-shirts will be awarded to those who have given 30+ hours of time to trail 

maintenance this year. A group picture of all those who earned a t-shirt will be taken at the conclusion of the 

program for the newsletter. Be there and be part of history!  

            

TO REGISTER:  

By the time you are reading this, you should be able to register for the event on the bmta.org website.  There is 

one price for our catered meal, but you have 3 choices to make: your preferred main dish, your preferred 

dessert, and whether or not you wish coffee after the meal.  

 FOOD ORDER DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY  OCTOBER 28 

You will be able to send in a check, give cash to one of the committee members, or use the convenient PayPal 

option on the website for payment and registration.  We will be giving the final food orders to the caterer by 

the end of the day Wednesday, October 28, so it would be best to register NOW while you are thinking 

about it!   

Besides the social hour, the meeting will include a State of the Trail report, some reminiscing about and by our 

founders, various awards, and the election of our 2016 officers.  

We think you will find it an entertaining and rewarding evening.  Oh, and donôt forget the hikes and other 

activities Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Schedule with contact info follows on the next page.    

 

Hope to see you there!   

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

BMTA Annual Meeting 

Itôs Our 35
th
 Anniversary!! Donôt Miss it!! 

by the Organizing Committee 

(Tom Keene, Darcy Douglas, George Owen) 

http://www.blueridgemountains.com/wheretostay.html
http://www.bmta.org
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Springer Mountain AT, BMT Loop ï Moderate.  This moderate afternoon trek features a visit to the 

Springer Mountain summit, the beginning of two premier hiking trails, two beautiful overlooks, and a visit 

to the Benton MacKaye plaque. Length 5.2 mi.  Leader: Darcy Douglas, bmtadarcy AT yahoo DOT com.   

Meeting places:   

Blue Ridge:  1:00PM. In the parking lot in front of the Community Room of the Community 

and Southern Bank, located at 150 Orvin Lance Dr. near the Fannin County Chamber of Commerce 

building. Coordinating: George Owen, 706-374-4716 

Ellijay (for those coming from metro Atlanta): 1:00PM Meet in the Ellijay Walmart parking 

lot, the area nearest the highway. Leading: Darcy Douglas, see above for contact info. 

 

 

Shorter Hike-Stanley Gap to the Falls: An easy 2-mile hike -- This hike starts at the trail head of the 

Stanley Gap Trail from the parking lot at Stanley Gap.  It winds its way for about .6 miles to the intersection 

with the BMT near a ridge top. From there it is downhill to Fall Branch Falls. After viewing the falls, the 

hikers will get to travel down to the parking area on the new and challenging Fall Branch reroute which is 

still a work in progress. Ralph Heller Hike Leader, phone 770-235-9760.  

Meeting Places: 

Blue Ridge:  10:30AM . In the parking lot in front of the Community Room of the Community 

and Southern Bank, located at 150 Orvin Lance Dr. near the Fannin County Chamber of Commerce 

building. Coordinating: George Owen, gowen2 AT tds DOT net 

Stanley Gap Trailhead:  11:00 AM  ï off Stanley Gap Road 

Longer Hike-BMT, Wilscot Gap to Shallowford Bridge - Moderately Strenuous - This 7.6-mile hike 

has several ups and downs including section high point of 3,147 Tipton Mountain and the fire tower atop 

Brawley Mountain. Hike Leader: George Owen, 706-374-4716 

 

Meeting places (shuttle involved): 

Optional Breakfast: 8:30 Meet at the Village Restaurant in Blue Ridge on the Old Hwy. 76 

near the Pizza Hut 

 

Blue Ridge: 9:15 In the parking lot in front of the Community Room of the Community and 

Southern Bank, located at 150 Orvin Lance Dr. near the Fannin County Chamber of Commerce 

building.  

Wilscot Gap: 10:15 Hike departs 

 
                                                                                                                                 Continued next page 
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BMTA Annual Meeting 5:00 ï 8:30PM at the Community Room of the Community and Southern Bank, 

located at 150 Orvin Lance Dr. near the Fannin County Chamber of Commerce building. Meeting includes a buffet 

dinner. See www. BMTA.org to register and indicate food preferences. 

 

 

 

Get Away Breakfast: 8:30AM ï Meet at the Village Restaurant in Blue Ridge on the Old Hwy. 76 near the 

Pizza Hut 

GA Hike ïSisson Property: Covered Bridge to the BMT shelter ï Moderate This 3 mile hike will begin 

just across the covered Bridge in the Sisson property, climb past a beautiful cascade, head to the shelter, and 

return by the same route. Leaders, Tom and Jane Keene. tkbmta AT gmail DOT com.  

            Meeting Places: 

BlueRidge ï 9:35AM  In the parking lot in front of the Community Room of the Community and 

Southern Bank, located at 150 Orvin Lance Dr. near the Fannin County Chamber of Commerce 

building.  

CherryLog ï 9:50AM  Lower parking lot of the Sisson Company offices at 344 Appalachian 

Highway, about 5 miles south along 515/76, also site of the BMTA World Headquarters Cabin. 

 

TN/NC Hike ï FS Road 211 to Thunder Rock Campground ï Easy to Moderate. This 3.4 mile hike will 

descend from the BMT crossing of FS 211 to the campground at the Ocoee River. Leader Barry Allen,  

bmtabarry AT gmail.com or 770-294-7384 

            Meeting Places: 

BlueRidge ï 9:35AM.  In the parking lot in front of the Community Room of the Community and 

Southern Bank, located at 150 Orvin Lance Dr. near the Fannin County Chamber of Commerce 

building.  

Powerhouse #3 ï 10:30AM.   Off US 64 just west of the Ocoee Whitewater Center. Parking area 

immediately behind the Powerhouse. 
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Saturday  November 6 continued 

Sunday November 8 
























